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PERFUMES   AND   THEIR  PREPARATION.

as the perfecting of the old staple odors. Concurrently with the
marked advances" made , by the manufacturers of synthetics
during the last twenty years or more, the manufacturers of the
natural products have not been unprogressive. They have
expended fortunes upon experiments in fertilizing the soil,
crossing of types, and the grafting of plants, at the same time
that they have perfected their methods of distillation and ex-
traction, heightened the efficiency of their machinery, and
secured the ripest results of expert chemical aid, so as to secure
all that was possible from the crude materials; and by the
discovery of new solvents they have succeeded in obtaining
products of great strength and purity. In this way the wide
use of synthetics has had an excellent effect in stimulating the
manufacturers of the natural products to improve their proc-
esses in every direction.
Regardless of the fact that the consumption of synthetics
has increased enormously, as they deserved to increase with the
spread of knowledge and appreciation of the value of these im-
portant ingredients (they are to-day indispensable in every per-
fumer's laboratory), it would be taking an unwarranted liberty
with the truth to state that the synthetics can replace the
natural products. These are still the real basis of all good
perfumery, and are just as necessary as ever for the attainment of
many perfume effects which are impossible otherwise. In the
proper combination of the natural and synthetic products, based
upon a clear understanding of the proper functions of each in the
economy of the perfume industry, lies the best guarantee of
success. Each has its* work to do; neither is complete without
the other, and working harmoniously the results will be both
rich and satisfying.
The development of synthetic perfume materials is still m
its infancy and it may confidently be expected that the future
will see many new and useful products added to the list now
available. The list which follows this chapter gives most of the